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But as he does not indeed say that he was the first, or sole Minister, I am inclined to think that he was only one of those who have the name and salary of Ministers, without any of the power, and who are often glad to give a slap by the bye to the First Minister, though they have not courage enough openly to attack him.
After this short remark, I return to the allegory itself, which I cannot say is so apt as I expected, from a people so much versed in that manner of instruction. The parallel drawn between the Emperor and a wooden statue is so disrespectful and uncourtly, that I could have wished our author had informed us how his Chinese Majesty had relished the similitude, that is, in case he took all the force of it; for, in reality, it was making no difference between an anointed head and a wooden one. A rat may very well eat his way into a statue unseen, unfelt, and unsmelt; but can a Minister, especially such a one as is here described, without virtue or merit, nibble himself into a Prince's favour, and the Prince not smell a rat ? It is impossible; and the bare supposition of it was highly injurious to his Koyal wisdom and penetration. I will admit, in favour of Koan Tchong, that the Eastern monarchs have not that degree of sagacity, which so eminently distinguishes and adorns the European ones; and I will allow that they are more likely to be surprised and imposed upon by the artifices of a designing Minister; their indolent and retired way of life, soaking in the arms of their Imperial consorts, or wantoning in the embraces of their concubines, not giving them the same opportunity of seeing, or being informed. But still, when this general rule